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SAMPLE LOCAL WELCOME RESOLUTION 
 

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE CITY/COUNTY OF [NAME] AS A WELCOMING CITY/COUNTY THAT 
CELEBRATES THE GROWING DIVERSITY OF ITS RESIDENTS AND ACNOWLEDGES THAT REFUGEES, 

IMMIGRANTS, AND ALL NEWCOMERS ENHANCE THE CULTURE AND THE ECONOMY 
 

WHEREAS, there are more than 65 million displaced people have been forced from their homes, more than 
any time in recorded history, including over 21 million refugees; 

 
WHEREAS, millions of refugees – regardless of faith or country of origin – are making life and death 

decisions to flee their homes and neighboring countries because they are unable to access shelter, health care, 
education, or protection, and neighboring countries have either closed their borders to new arrivals or violence 
persists in those countries as well; 

 
WHEREAS, resettlement is available to a very small portion of the most vulnerable refugees and provides 

safe haven in a third country when no other options for safety are available; 
 

WHEREAS, resettlement to the U.S. is available only for those who demonstrate the greatest and most 
immediate need for protection – such as unaccompanied and other at-risk children, female-headed households, 
victims of torture, the physically disabled, members of the LGBTI community, and members of minority groups that 
are experiencing oppression in the host country – and takes place after eligible refugees undergo a rigorous 
selection, security vetting, and medical screening process; 
 

WHEREAS, the [City/County] of [Name] is home to a diverse population of refugees and immigrants, adding 
to the economic strength and cultural richness of our community; 

 
WHEREAS, organizations responsible for resettling refugees in our community, as well as numerous other 

community organizations and religious institutions, have declared their support for resettling refugees in [CITY]; 
 
WHEREAS, the [City/County] of [Name] has been an example of a hospitable and welcoming place to all 

newcomers, where people, families, and institutions thrive and the contributions of all are celebrated and valued; 
 
WHEREAS, cities across the United States have declared themselves to be welcoming to refugees and 

immigrants, joining a national movement for creating an inclusive community; 
 
WHEREAS, residents of [City/County] of [Name] aspire to live up to our highest societal values of 

acceptance and equality, and treat newcomers with decency and respect, creating a vibrant community for all to live 
in; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY/COUNTY OF [NAME], that the [City/County] of [Name] is 
hereby declared a Welcoming City, and one that affirms the beauty and richness of our diversity, and one in which 
all are welcome, accepted, and appreciated. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the [City/County] of [Name] hereby urges other local and state communities to 
join us in a stronger national effort to resettle the most vulnerable refugees worldwide and help them integrate and 
thrive. 
 
Adopted this the X day of [Month Year]. 
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ACTION ALERT: Urge Your State and Local Leaders to Welcome Refugees 
  
Background: Right now, it is more important than ever for all of our elected officials to hear that 
their communities welcome refugees. Refugee resettlement saves lives, encourages other 
countries to keep their doors open to people needing protection, and promotes regional stability 
and global security. We cannot turn our backs on the refugees we have pledged to welcome. Nor 
can we discriminate against individuals based on where they’re from or what religion they practice. 
Refugee resettlement must continue to be a cornerstone of U.S. global leadership. More than 65 
million people have been persecuted and forced from their homes and are seeking safety. As a 
nation, we must uphold our values of generosity, hospitality and compassion. Our actions must 
match gravity of this displacement crisis and live up to our welcoming legacy. Please spread the 
word and have everyone you know share this alert! 
 

Call your State & Local Officials:  
Tell Them Your Community Welcomes Refugees 

Find your governor, state legislators, mayor, & local officials: www.usa.gov/elected-officials 
 

Here’s a sample of what to say: “I am a constituent from [CITY, STATE], and I urge you to 
welcome refugees and support the U.S. refugee resettlement program. Resettlement is a core 

American legacy that extends hospitality and offers a chance for refugees to rebuild their lives in 
safety and dignity. My community welcomes refugees and I urge you to reflect the best of our 

nation by supporting refugee resettlement in the United States.” 
 

Feel free to share a personal story about the importance of refugees to your community and why 
refugee protection is so important to you. 

 
You can also tweet your state and local officials. Click to find the twitter handles for your governor 
and state legislators. Here’s a sample tweet: “.@[ELECTEDOFFICIAL], my community stands 
#WithRefugees! Show that #AmericaWelcomes by supporting U.S. refugee resettlement! 
#RefugeesWelcome” 
 
Reach out to partners in the business, health, educator, law enforcement, and faith 
community! Urge them to sign onto these sector-specific letters supporting resettlement: 

• bit.ly/Business4Refugees 

• bit.ly/Educators4Refugees 

• bit.ly/LawEnforcement4Refugees 

• bit.ly/Health4Refugees 

• bit.ly/FaithLeaders4Refugees 
 

Please spread the word and send this alert to your networks!  
Please tell us if you take action (opens a new webpage)! 

Follow @RCUSA_DC on Twitter and “like" Refugee Council USA on Facebook for up-to-date 
alerts. 
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Sample Letter to Send to Your Members of Congress 
 

[Date] 
 
The Honorable [Senator/Representative] (find this information at www.senate.gov and www.house.gov) 
[room number] [name of congressional office building] 
Washington, DC [20510/20515] 
 
Dear [Senator/Representative] [last name]: 
 
As your constituent from [city, state], I urge you to welcome refugees and support the U.S. refugee resettlement 
program. Resettlement is a strong American legacy that extends hospitality and offers a chance for refugees to 
rebuild their lives in safety and dignity. Every day, more community members than ever before are volunteering with 
resettlement offices around the country to help refugees integrate and thrive. 
 
The United States has a long history of providing protection to persons seeking safety from persecution. In the 
aftermath of World War II, the U.S. led humanitarian assistance efforts to help displaced persons, including 
resettling hundreds of thousands of Europeans to the United States, including Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. 
During the Cold War period, the U.S. welcomed refugees from Vietnam, Cuba and the former Soviet Union. Today, 
we resettle Darfuri refugees fleeing genocide, Bhutanese refugees forced out of their country, Syrian refugees who 
have fled mass violence and human rights atrocities, Iraqi and Afghan refugees who served alongside the U.S. 
military, refugees from Burma fleeing religious and ethnic persecution, and many other populations in need of 
lifesaving protection. Refugee resettlement is a public / private partnership that celebrates the hospitality, resilience, 
and freedom that our communities hold dear.  
 
Refugees are forced to flee their homes because they face persecution on account of their religion, ethnicity, 
nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social group. Over 65 million people are displaced 
globally, the largest displacement crisis in recorded history, including over 21 million refugees. Resettlement offers a 
chance for less than 1% of the world’s refugees to reach safety in a third country when no other options remain. 
Resettlement to the United States is available only for those who demonstrate the greatest and most immediate 
need for protection and takes place after eligible refugees undergo rigorous selection, security vetting and medical 
screening processes. 
 
The U.S. State Department facilitates the admission of each refugee to the U.S. after they have been granted 
refugee status and following individual interviews by Department of Homeland Security (DHS) officials, extensive 
inter-agency background checks with multiple national security and intelligence agencies, and health screenings. 
According to national security experts, refugees are the most thoroughly vetted, rigorously screened people to come 
to the United States. The entire process typically takes 18-24 months, and sometimes longer, before a refugee even 
steps foot on U.S. soil. 
 
[Local agency name] helps refugees who have been resettled in [state] by providing them with the tools of self-
reliance: housing, job placement and employment skills, English-language classes, and community orientation. 
Refugees are resilient, hard workers whose innovative skills have contributed greatly to our state. [Describe positive 
impacts refugees have on your community—can include examples of refugees creating jobs, starting businesses, 
opening restaurants, bringing cultural diversity, buying homes, paying taxes, etc.]  
 
Please stand with our community as we welcome refugees. We invite you to come visit our office and meet with 
refugees [perhaps include event information]. Thank you for your public service, and please contact me if you have 
any questions about refugee resettlement in our area. 
 
With appreciation, 
[your signature and contact information] 
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Sample Letter to Send to Your State and Local Leaders 
 

[Date] 
 
[Title] [To find your governor, state legislators, mayor, and local officials, click here] 
[room number] [name of office building] 
[City, State Zip Code] 
 
Dear [TITLE Last Name]: 
 
As your constituent from [city, state], I urge you to welcome refugees, support the U.S. refugee resettlement 
program, and declare our [city/county/state] a “Welcoming City.” I would also urge you to write the State Department 
to show your support for resettlement. Resettlement is a strong American legacy that extends hospitality and offers 
a chance for refugees to rebuild their lives in safety and dignity. Every day, more community members than ever 
before are volunteering with resettlement offices around the country to help refugees integrate and thrive. 
 
The United States has a long history of providing protection to persons seeking safety from persecution. In the 
aftermath of World War II, the U.S. led humanitarian assistance efforts to help displaced persons, including 
resettling hundreds of thousands of Europeans to the United States, including Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. 
During the Cold War period, the U.S. welcomed refugees from Vietnam, Cuba and the former Soviet Union. Today, 
we resettle Darfuri refugees fleeing genocide, Bhutanese refugees forced out of their country, Syrian refugees who 
have fled mass violence and human rights atrocities, Iraqi and Afghan refugees who served alongside the U.S. 
military, and many other populations in need of lifesaving protection. Refugee resettlement is a public / private 
partnership that celebrates the hospitality, resilience, and freedom that our communities hold dear.  
 
Refugees are forced to flee their homes because they face persecution on account of their religion, ethnicity, 
nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social group. Over 65 million people are displaced 
globally, the largest displacement crisis in recorded history, including over 21 million refugees. Resettlement offers a 
chance for less than 1% of the world’s refugees to reach safety in a third country when no other options remain. 
Resettlement to the United States is available only for those who demonstrate the greatest and most immediate 
need for protection and takes place after eligible refugees undergo a rigorous selection, security vetting and medical 
screening process. 
 
[Local agency name] helps refugees who have been resettled in [state] by providing them with the tools of self-
reliance: housing, job placement and employment skills, English-language classes, and community orientation. 
Refugees are resilient, hard workers whose innovative skills have contributed greatly to our state. [Describe positive 
impacts refugees have on your community—can include examples of refugees creating jobs, starting businesses, 
opening restaurants, bringing cultural diversity, buying homes, paying taxes, etc.]  
 
Our community is home to a diverse population of refugees and immigrants, adding to the economic strength and 
cultural richness of our community. We have been an example of a hospitable and welcoming place to all 
newcomers, where people thrive and the contributions of all are celebrated and valued. As cities across the United 
States have declared themselves to be welcoming to refugees and immigrants, we urge to adopt a resolution 
declaring [City/County/State] a “Welcoming City,” one in which all are welcome, accepted, and appreciated. 
 
Please stand with us as we welcome refugees and affirm the richness of our community. We invite you to come visit 
our office and meet with refugees [perhaps include event information]. Thank you for your public service, and please 
contact me about how we can be supportive of moving a welcoming resolution forward.  
 
With appreciation, 
[your signature and contact information] 
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